West End Baptist Church

6506 Boydton Plank Road

Petersburg, VA 23803

Phone: (804) 733-9331

Fax: (804) 733-9397

E-mail: office@westendbaptistonline.org
Web Site: www.westendbaptistonline.org
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AS WE JOURNEY. . .IN
THE INTERIM

| read about a Danish sculptor who
decided to sculpt a statue of Jesus. He
sculpted the statue out of clay, ending up
with a maestic Christ—head thrown
back—arms upraised in a triumphant
pose. At the end of the day, convinced
that he had created the crowning work of
his artistic career, the artist admired the
statue one more time and then went to
bed.

The next morning, when he came
into the studio, he found to his dismay that
he had made a terrible mistake by leaving
his windows open overnight. The mois-
ture from the night air had affected the
statue, which looked nothing like the tri-
umphant figure that he had created. Now
the head sagged and the arms drooped.

With heavy heart, the artist exam-
ined the statue to see if there might be
some way to redeem the situation. Could
he tilt the falen head to its former pos-
ture? Could he raise the sagging arms?
Could he restore strength and confidence
in the statue's face? Or would he have to
turn the statue back into a lump of clay
and begin again?

Discouraged, he thought about it
al through the morning, trying to decide
how to proceed. Then it occurred to him
that the night air had done him afavor—
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had transformed his strong, triumphant
statue into a winsome, inviting Christ.
Instead of trying to resurrect his original
statue, he simply added a title to its base.
He called his new statue, "Come unto
Me!"

For me, a new year has aways
symbolized new beginnings. Usualy that
means new resolutions designed to make
our lives better by such means as losing
weight, getting finances in order, simpli-
fying our lives, or just de-cluttering. For
us, however, 2012 will most likely be a
critical one in the life of WEBC. The In-
tentional interim process will end, a Pastor
Search Committee will be elected and
trained, and they will begin the process of
looking for the person God has chosen to
lead the church into the next chapter.

Challenges will be there because
“life happens.” Albert Einstein is said to
have defined insanity as doing the same
things over and over again and expecting
the sameresults. Like the sculptor, we are
on a journey that is nothing less than a
spiritual discernment process. We cannot
settle for trying to re-invent WEBC to re-
turn to her “glory days,” but to create a
brand new church, one that understands
and is fully committed to a new vision
with a new mission—one that is identified
by the words, “Come unto me. . .”

Blessings for a sacred pace in your
journey through 2012.

January

04— Haley Faries

05— Kim Allen

07— Daniel Hundley
Evelyn Price

11— Pat Talbott

15— Kenneth Williams

16— Robertta Biggs
23— Willie Sluka
24— Donald Nobles
Jerry Mize
25— Sylvia Howlett
26— Barbara Martin
29— Thomas Tuck
31— Doretha M oody

February

01— Sydney Moore
04— Audrey Brooks
05— Peyton Leighty
08— Mark Moore
13- Jerry Mizelll
19— Aimee Rhodes
23— Mark Talbott
24— Shirley Martin
25— Kevin Pryor
26— Michael Dodd
Joshua Haire
Seth Moore

Ushers &Greeters
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January
01- Ava Brendle & Claire Baxter

08— Dianne & Donald Haraway

15— Pam Covil & Charlotte Marks
22— Edna Kroll & Jo Catherine Culler
29— Donna & Mike Wicks




January

01- M. A. Ragsdale & C. Franck Healing Our History As

08— J. Haire & K. Wright We Journey Toward the Future
| 15— T. Burnett & E. Kroll Mark January 8, 2011 on your
% & # 22— C. Elder & M. Moore calendar and join usfor avery
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$ ( 29— Pat & Mark Talbott special day.

( January Bus Schedule

01- Amos Wallace

08— Jason Gunn )
15— Chip Carrier
22— Mike Barr
29— T. Burnett
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A Hymn History:

Breathe on me,

preath of God.
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M att’s M eanderings:

Congratulations to Lucas Allen,
Jerry Mize Il, Kayleigh Moore,
Madison Lewis, Olivia Allen,
and Seth Moore for being ac-
cepted into the Virginia Baptist
All-State  Children’s  Choirs.
More information coming soon!

Dear West End,

My family and | truly appreciate all
the prayers, phone calls, delicious
food, and cards we received follow-
ing the death of two of my family
members this month. It has been
rough, but knowing that you were
there was very comforting to all of
us.

Thank You,
Kelly Amos & Family

Dear West End Family,

Thank you for al the Christmas cards
that | recelved. | miss everyone so
much. Please continue to keep me in
your prayers.

In Christ Love,
Willie Sluka

ALABAMA TORNADOES RE-
COVERY MISSION--February
18-25, 2012

The Missions Committee would like to
alert church members regarding an op-
portunity to participate directly in amis-
sions project. A team from Shiloh Bap-
tist Association will be going to North-
east Alabama in February to assist in
rebuilding homes for those affected by
tornadoes earlier this year. We will be
staying in Hennagar Baptist Church in
Hennagar, AL, and working in the
area. Our church joined this same group
to do two previous missions projects. |If
you are interested, please contact Tim
Brendle by phone (804) 513-0312, or by
email brendlet@verizon.net. Other than
persona spending money, there should
be very little out-of -pocket expense.

We will return to the

regular Wednesday

Night schedule starting

January 4. Supper will

be served at 5:15 fol-

lowed by prayer meeting, Bible study,
children and youth activities, and choir
practice.
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